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down Into a sentimental friendship - a sweet memory of the
pasts and no more. She was entirely the Queen In this wooing.
She was probably sincere In her resolve to marry, convinced
by the urgent reasons for it; but she soon came up against the
old obstacle of religion, and once more had to balance the perils
of childlessness against the danger of provoking civil strife by
allowing her husband to retain his Catholic worship. She de-
cided as before, with Burghley and others deploring as before.
The negotiations foundered.

Catherine de* Medici was upset at Anjou's religious obstin-
acy, the more so because he was her favourite child. But despair
was unnecessary for was there not another son, the Duke of
Alen^on? He was three years younger than his brother and more
than twenty years younger than Elizabeth. Catherine offered
him, pointing out to the ambassador his sprouting beard. She
took to reckoning the number of their children; two boys, lest
the one should die, and three daughters with whom to make
alliances. Alencpn was not a beauty. Smallpox had ruined his
features. 'The pock holes*, an English ambassador wrote, sare
no great disfigurement of his face because they are rather thick
than deep or great. They upon the blunt end of his nose are great
and deep, how much to be disliked may be as It pleaseth God to
move the heart of the beholder/ 'When I saw him at my last
audience, he seemed to me to grow daily more handsome.' It
pleased God at the moment to move Elizabeth's heart without
beholding. She sent word that the difference in age was too
great: really, It was * the delicacy of her Majesty's eye * and, as she
confidentially remarked, 'the absurdity that in the general
opinion of the world might grow' If she married this Ill-
favoured, pock-marked boy after refusing so many suitors of
great worthiness. She let the suit drag on In a desultory way, but
in fact Alengon was put on the shelf for his beard to sprout a
little more, perchance to grow daily more handsome, and for
the shock of the transition to this strange little man to pass off.

Marriage or no marriage, Catherine and Elizabeth both
wanted an alliance, and after much negotiation, In which Eliza-
beth got the better of the bargain, they concluded the Treaty of
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